some private and personal views in the king's ministers ; as
if the whole aim were to establish themselves, for so much
longer time, in their power. But I observe, that the same
persons who make this objection generally contradict it, by
affirming that the ministers have nothing to fear, and that
this present design is wholly unnecessary, because a court
may be sure of another House of Commons to their mind.
They must think the ministry very weak not to see this,
which is so plain, that the influence of a court had hardly
ever failed in this point, though at the same time the gentle-
men who make this objection are apt^to insinuate the neces-
sity of some measures for this purpose, which cannot be very
agreeable to an honest and incorrupt ministry. However, in
the opinion of such as allow this, it cannot be having a \iew
to themselves, but in a general view to the nation at home,
and to the interest and glory of it abroad, which engageth
the ministers in this design. They who know the nature of
such, affairs judge the contrary, that the ministers, as to their
own private interest, might more probably find their account
in new parliaments, than in one continued. Experience shows,
that the most courtly parliaments have turned uncourtly in
their long sitting : and therefore this design cannot be neces-
sary for any private self-interested views of their own, be-
cause it is allowed, that such ends (if they have any) might
be served as well, at least, in the former method, as in this.
They who find a bias in their minds against everything pro-
posed by a court, let it be what it will, should consider, in
this case, whether it be not probable that the present views
and designs are of a public nature, rather than of a private ;
rdingly,

and should act accordingly, without prejudice, or affection, as
they think it requisite, or not, for the establishment of the
king and the nation ; and for the more effectual destroying
all the hopes of the enemies of both.

The most powerful objection of all is, that the alteration
now designed may" make it much more likely, that under a
"bad prince, some time or other, arbitrary power may be brought
in. Por the present, I am sure, we nave nothing to fear.
We have now a king upon the throne, whose soul is fashioned
to right and justice ; and whose great inquiry upon all occa-
sions is, what our constitution and what our laws require of
him* We have a prince in view, to succeed him, whose na-
tive honour and integrity guard ^m against all suspicion.